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nt n merchants of the British East India Company trading iiinn. then resolved to open up trade between that country tlio west coast of America. The commodities sought for market were furs and ginseng, a plant used as a the celestials. In the following year two small vessels, v Otter" and the " Nootka," sailed to the American :( suicl though the former was wrecked, the latter carried
to Ohina a valuable cargo, The owners replaced her by 'Felice1' and " Iphigcnia," which in 1788 sailed to the same t. The senior captain, John Menres, a retired lieutenant ic royal navy, bought a piece of land at Nootka from the \n cliicf, Maquilla, formed a small settlement, fortified It, hoist ted the British flag. Mis vessels then traded along the t as ftu* as 60° and 45° 30', that is, beyond the Columbia r cm the south, and as far as Mount St. Ellas, in what ia now United States territory of Alaska, but was then recognised doiifjrmg- to Russia's sphere of influence,1 ; Nootlca the adventurous pioneers built a sloop of 40 tons, 'North-West America," and bought from Indian chiefs the .of " free and exclusive" trade with their .subjects. As ma drew on Mcares sailed away to Chhm In the: "Felice," thoro persuaded other merchant* to combine in order Vu form t.ssociritcfl Company for developing thin lucrative commerce. irclinifly, three more ships, the " Prince of Wiiles," " Princess ill," mul "Argonaut," set sail for Nootka in the .spring 789 under the command of Captain Colnctt, who wns to Ic at that settlement. It is curious to note thus early the rgencu of the yellow question, for he carried with him seventy inmcn who were to settle there under ihc protection of the iciatecl Company—a proof that the occupation of Nootka to 1>es permanent.
:raii[£Ci to say, the Spanish Government, acting through its iroy of Mexico, was then bent on the acquisition of this
.tamo district.   By virtue of the Dull of Pope Alexander VI,
tint    treaty of Tordesillas (1494), which speedily followed,
In clivimuti exclusive right over the Pacific Gcutin uml nil the
.era   count of America as far north as latitude fio", beyond
:h   wore   the Russian settlements in Alaska.   In thu year
L'Uft CoUciwinK muinlivc is founded miwily oi\ tlouwieiui* in " V. 0.," 11. »7» i K, 19 i Inil I Imvc found n mnnntfrnpli by Dr. W. U. Manning, B Nuotkn Soiuul Conliovcrsy" (Wn8liinf[toi), 1905), inoal scrvlccftblo.l, aiui krpt np ihr naval mentfl in order lo intimidate the roynliiii. while he wni
